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INTRODUCTION TO THE DEPARTMENT 


Many of the institutions, mores and values of modern societies are 
grounded in religious traditions of the world. Through religions, humans 
have variously attempted to connect their life patterns with some 
ultimate view of reality. To understand diverse cultures of the world, 
it is important to try to comprehend the religious traditions which 
inform them. 


The Department of Religion offers a variety of courses in the areas of 
world religions, ethical issues and religions and cultures. We offer 
introductory courses in World Religions, the History of Judaism and 
Understanding Religion. We also have courses that focus on particular 
religious traditions (Modern Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and 
Buddhism) and on particular topics (Religion and Art in China and Japan, 
Major ee Theories of Religion, Religion and Healing, Women and 
Religion). 


In addition to the undergraduate majors and honours programs in Religion 

and in Judaic Studies, and joint majors and honours programs, the Department 
of Religion offers several graduate programs: a Diploma in Theological, 
Religious and Ethical Studies (together with the Philosophy and Theology 
Departments), an M.A. in the History and Philosophy of Religion, an M.A. 

in Judaic Studies, and a Ph.D. in Religion in which students focus either 

on Comparative Ethics or Judaism. 


KNOWLEDGE OF TWO MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS 


The Department believes that every Major or Honours student in Religion 

should possess, at time of graduation, a knowledge of at least two major 
religious traditions. For example, the student who is pursuing a Major 

in Judaic Studies should take at least one or two courses in a religious 
tradition other than Judaism. This basic principle reinforces the emphasis 

upon the centrality of the discipline of the History of Religions. A particular 
religious tradition can be best understood in the context of the general 
religious history of mankind. 


EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION 


University education has an important social function independent of the 
relation of particular subjects to the job market. In the complex and changing 
culture of our society, it is often no longer possible or necessary to tie 

at least the first university degree to vocational training. The Department 
of Religion then, sees its prime function in this broader context of education. 


Vocationally, however, a Major or Honours in Religion could prepare the 
undergraduate for further education leading to teaching in religion at the 
high school, CEGEP or university level. A bachelors degree in Religion could 
also be of benefit for undergraduates who plan careers in social work, law, 


civil service and other fields for which a Humanities education is 
needed. 


THE BOYD SINYARD AWARD 
Each year the Boyd Sinyard award is given to the student in Religion with 


the highest grade-point average. The award is named after the first 
chairman of the Department of Religion at Sir George Williams University. 
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FACULTY 


A list of the full-time faculty follows below. All hold degrees from 
universities and/or schools of advanced studies that represent the best 
academic centers for the study of religion in Canada, the United States, 

Great Britain and Europe. Several have published books that have made 

a contribution to their particular fields of study; all have published in 
learned journals and have given papers at learned societies. They have 

also won the reputation among their students for being good teachers, 
concerned about the quality of instruction at Concordia University, as well 

as for being a faculty that is "available" and is committed to the development 
of a more meaningful student life. 


FULL TIME FACULTY 


Professors Chairman 
Charles Davis, S.T.L. (Gregorian, Rome) Jack Lightstone, Ph.D. 
Michel Despland, Th.D. (Harvard) (Brown) 


Sheila McDonough, Ph.D. (McGill) 


Associate Professors 
Frederick Bird, Ph.D. (Graduate Theological Union) 
David Miller, Ph.D. (Harvard) 


Michael Oppenheim, Ph.D. (University of California, Santa Barbara) 
John Rossner, Ph.D. (Heed) 


Assistant Professors 

Ira Kobinson, Ph.D. (Harvard) 
Lecturers 

H. Joseph 


M. Saunders-Oppenheim 


Adjunct Associate Professors 


J.B. Lightman 
D. Rome 


Advisers 
D. Miller - Undergraduate Religion Students 


Undergraduate Judaic Studies Students 
Telephone: 879-7252 


Religion C211/3 - AA (6 credits) Thurs. 18:05-20:10 
UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 


Martha Saunders-Oppenhein, 
Lecturer 


We will investigate the nature and meaning of religion by examining 
"Personal documents", that is, diaries, journals, memoirs and auto- 
biographies of religious women and men from the major religious 
traditions. To aid in understanding these documents, various models of 
psychological interpretation will be utilized, including the insights 
of Freud, Jung and Erikson. Focal points of our study will include: 

a) ways in which being religious differentiates some women and men from 
others, 

b) differences among the classical interpretations of religious experience, 
c) "self-concepts" which seem to dominate in selected personal documents, 
d) differences between the self-understanding and religious experience of 
religious women and that of men, 

) the relationship between religious experience and social change, 

) the relationship between religious experience and psychological "abnormality", 
) ways in which models of religious formation both differ and coalesce in 
eastern and western religious traditions. 
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Requirements : 


It is essential that students follow the outline of the readings for each 

week. Class discussion will be the primary method of investigation and requires 
the active participation of all. There will be a term paper and a take-home 
examination each term. For the term paper students will be asked to select 
personal documents from a religious person not treated in class and to analyze 
the religious development of the selected individual according to principles 
developed during the course. The take-home examinations, to be completed at the 
end of each term, will ask for careful reflection on the issues that arise in 
class. 


Book List: 


Capps & Capps, eds., The Religious Personality 
Martin Buber, I and Thou 


Erik Erikson, Gandhi's Truth 

M. Gandhi, An Autobiography 

St. Teresa of Avila, The Life of Teresa of Jesus 
Other autobiographical readings are assigned. 


Religion C213/3 - A (6 credits) M.W. 13:15-14:30 
MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS OF THE WORLD 


Professor Sheila McDonough 

An introduction to the variety of forms that human religious life has 

taken from the stone age to the present. The major traditions of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam will be considered as well aS more 


ancient cultures. The aim is to grasp something of the patterns and tensions 
characteristic of religious life. 


Requirements : 


Two research papers and two exams. 


Book List: 


Robert Elwood, Many Peoples, Many Faiths 
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Religion €222/3 - ZA (6 credits) Tues. 18:30-20:30 
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM: AN HISTORICAL Saidye Bronfman Centre 
SURVEY OF JUDAISM FROM THE BIBLICAL AGE TO THE 

MODERN PERIOD 


Professor Ira Robinson 


Does an historical survey of the religion of the Jewish people allow 

us to speak of a phenomenon called "Judaism" or must we rather talk 

of several "Judaisms?" This is the central problem addressed in 

the course. In our attempt to answer the question, we will examine 

the history and thought of the Jews from biblical to modern times. We 
will be interested in observing both continuities and new developments 

in Jewish history. We will likewise pay close attention to developments 
in non-Judaic civilizations which paralleled developments in contemporary 
Judaism or caused it to respond in new directions. 


Requirements : 


1. Active participation in class discussions 
2. Two short papers (5-10 pages) - one each term 
3. Two take-home examinations - one each term 


Book List: 


The following textbooks will be used extensively in the course and should 
be purchased. 


J. Goldin (ed.) The Jewish Expression (Yale U. Press) 
J. Neusner (ed.), Understanding Rabbinic Judaism (KTAV) 
R. Seltzer, Jewish People, Jewish Thought (MacMillan) 
Other readings will be made available in the Norris Library Reserves or in 
xerox form. ; 


8. 


Religion C301/2 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 18:05-20:10 
THE HEBREW BIBLE 


Professor Jack Lightstone 


The Hebrew Bible represents a 'party' document; that is, it speaks 

for the policies and world-view of a particular group among the Ancient 
Israelites, offering its ideology against competing conceptions and 
definitions. This course will introduce the student to the Scriptures 

of Ancient Israel; we shall locate its content and the literary processes 
which produced it within the social and historical contexts of Israelite 
culture from the 10th century BCE to the Hellenistic Period in the early 

3rd century BCE. Of interest too will be the role these documents themselves 
played in the various definitions and redefinitions of the Israelite ‘world’ 
during these centuries. 


Requirements : 


In addition to actively participating in class and completion of assigned 
readings, students will submit (take-home) mid-term and final examinations. 


Book List: 


An official syllabus of readings and a list of texts to be purchased will 
be provided at the first meeting of the course. 


Religion C302/2 - A (3 credits) W.F. 11:45-13:00 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 


Professor Michel Despland 


An introduction to the methods and results of contemporary New Testament 
scholarship; a critical survey of New Testament literature considering 
historical setting, history of text, religious and cultural significance. 
Attention is given to the central issues and concepts portrayed in the 
Synoptic, Johannine and Pauline writings and their importance in the 
subsequent development of the Western religious tradition. 


To this I add that in reading the New Testament you may perhaps hear the 

gospel, which being good news, is that which answers the most important 
question. It is, of course, impossible to see this unless one has first 

come to ask the question. The course will teach a variety of ways of looking 
at the New Testament in order to learn all kinds of serious things, all of which 
may miss the question. The ways of looking can be taught; the question cannot. 


Requirements : 


In-class examination; final exam 


Book List: 


R.A. Spivey & D.M. Smith, Anatomy of the New Testament: A Guide to its 
Structure and Meaning, second edition. 
The Bible (The New English Bible or the Revised Standard Version). 
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10. 


Religion C311/3 - AA (6 credits) Mon. 18:05-20:10 
THE RELIGIONS OF INDIA, CEYLON, and 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Professor David Miller 


The principal aim of this course is to introduce the student to Hindu 
thought, mythology and religious institutions. A brief introduction to 
Buddhism will trace its beginnings in India and the spread of Buddhism 

into Ceylon and Southeast Asia. Toward the end of the course several 
lecturers will consider the impact of Islam and Christianity on Hinduism 

and the resultant resurgence of Hinduism since Indian independence. Students 
will be required to read the life-history of one contemporary guru. 


Requirements : 


1. Two take-home examinations 
2. One research paper 


Book List: 


Ananda Coomaraswamy and Sister Nivedita, Myths of the Hindus and Buddhists. 
New York: Dover Publications, 1967. 

S. Radhakrishnan and C.A. Moore (ed.), A Source Book in Indian Philosophy. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967. 

Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught. New York: Grove Press, Inc., 1959. 

R.C. Zaehner, Hinduism. New York: Oxford University Press, 1966. 


Recommended but not Required: 
A.L. Basham. The Wonder That Was India, New York: Grove Press, 1959. 


11. 


Religion C314/2 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
THE BUDDHIST TRADITION 5 


Professor - to be announced 


An introduction to the general tradition underlying Buddhist thought and 
practice throughout the world. Elements to be examined include the myth of the 
life of the Buddha, the ethical, intellectual and meditative commitments of 

the aspirant; worship, and the development of the religious community. Asian 
art and architecture is an integral part of the Buddhist tradition and thus, 
considerable use of 35 mm. slides will be made. 


Requirements : 


Two take-home examinations 


Book List: 


Richard Robinson and Willard Johnson, The Buddhist Religion. Second Edition. 


= Cc eer. ae =n TE Be an 


hr ib Soacrpe , ORY OP T EP 
Te MAEDA A SATAN a wea] 


sens as eSPapis 2 Meee. 
arragayaly Aaa <alaaqs 
RaQacaaqetc 
NAAIAARIN | SENOS 
- \- aa ‘ 
SQAIQWA| IA AAR AIA) 


xB] IRRSR AIS AA VA! 
RRA aA gs) 

SxBNGN IER 

RGR SS] [QAR 
wagaaqgsslad) 

TARNNSACAT AN] 


“a “A 
ND RUGLAN) | 


1 


SoS. aa 
QANSIAN — IXT SEIS. 
sRARGARY 1SA8)R54 
PAA] ARIRREAA TRANSAT 
x x =o 


Religion C318/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 18:05-20:10 
RELIGION AND ART IN INDIA, CHINA AND JAPAN 


Professor David Miller 


An introduction to the religious art of India, China and Japan from earliest 
times to the present. The course will focus upon the relationship between 
the visual arts (architecture, sculpture and painting) and religious world 
views and mythological symbols that provide the basis for the artistic form. 


The emphasis of the course in 1982 will be upon Hindu art and architecture, 
principally that of the large temple complexes that serve as pilgrimage centres 
in India. As such the art, architecture and the religious world views that 
underlie such art forms are understood as part of a living faith. Some attention 
will be given to the development of Buddhist art in India and the transformation 
of Buddhist art into China and Japan. Considerable use will be made of 35mm. 
slides that the instructor has taken upon three visits to India, 


Requirements : 
One take-home examination and one research paper 
Book List: This is a suggested list only 73 


Ananda Coomaraswamy, History of Indian and Indonesian Art Kee, 


Sherman Lee, A Histor. of Far Eastern Art. 1 
Heinrich Zimmer. The Art of Indian Asia, Vols. I & II.$ 
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13. 
Religion C327/2 - ZA (3 credits) Wed. 18:30-20:30 
MEDIEVAL JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS ; Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Professor Howard Joseph 
In this course, we will explore the social, religious and intellectual 
history of the Jews in the Middle Ages. The focus of this course will 


be the intellectual and spiritual achievements of the Jews in the medieval 
period, a time of struggle, growth and creativity for the Jewish people. 


Requirements : 
To be announced at the first class meeting. 


Book List: 


Jacob R. Marcus, The Jew in the Medieval World 


Other texts to be announced at first class meeting. 


14. 


Religion C328/2 - A (3 credits) Mon. 9:30-12:00 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS I 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


This course will explore the beginnings of the confrontation of the Jewish 
people with the modern world. We will study the first one hundred years of 
the entry of Jews into Western society and culture. Topics that will be 
examined include: the promise and the reality of Emancipation, the Jewish 
reaction to the new status, the ways that Jewish life and institutions were 
altered by this process, and the ways that Jewish thinkers sought to combine 
continuity to the past with openness to the new situation. 


Requirements : 


The course syllabus, with weekly readings, will be handed out at the first 
class. It is essential that students follow the readings for each week. Class 
discussion will be the primary method of investigation and significant progress 
will be made only through the active participation of all. There will be 

a term paper and a take-home examination at the end of the term. For the term 
paper students will be asked to explore through their own research one of the 
issues or problems that arose in class discussion and reading. The paper should 
be approximately ten to fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested subjects as 
well as a more detailed statement of the assignment will be handed out during the 
first few weeks. The final grade will be determined by adding together the 
grades of the paper (30%), and the exam (50%), and class participation (20%). 


Book List: 
J. Katz, Out of the Ghetto 


M. Meyer, Origins of the Modern Jew 
H. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History 


15. 


Religion C330/4 - A (3 credits) Mon. 9:30-12:00 
MODERN JEWISH THOUGHT AND INSTITUTIONS II 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


This term the class will focus on both the continuing challenges to Jewish 

life and thought brought on by the Emancipation and on the new events and 
developments that dramatically effected the course of modern Jewish history. 
Jewish life and thought in Eastern Europe, Western Europe, North America and 

the reborn nation of Israel will be explored. Finally, the ways that sianificant 
modern Jewish thinkers reacted to both the ongoing problems and to the new 
challenges will be examined. 


Requirements : 


The course syllabus, with weekly readings, will be handed out at the first 
class. It is essential that students follow the readings for each week. Class 
discussion will be the primary method of investigation and significant progress 
will be made only through the active participation of all. There will be a term 
paper and a take-home examination at the end of the term. For the term paper 
students will be asked to explore through their own research one of the issues 
or problems that arose in class discussion and reading. The paper should be 
approximately ten to fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested subjects as 
well aS a more detailed statement of the assignment will be handed out during 
the first few weeks. The final grade will be determined by adding together the 
grades of the paper (30%), the exam (50%), and class participation (20%). 


Book List: 


N. Glatzer, Franz Rosenzweig: His Life and Thought 
A. Hertzberg, The Zionist Idea 


H. Sachar, The Course of Modern Jewish History 
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Religion C333/2 - AA (3 credits) Tue. 20:25-22:30 
WOMEN AND RELIGION I ; 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 


This course will outline the complex interrelationship between religion 

and sexuality. In analyzing the image of women and their role in the 
religious system, we will concentrate on tribal and pre-industrial societies. 
Topics such as the place and function of women in myth and ritual, the 
matriarchy debate and female “rites of passage", will be discussed. 


Requirements : 


One research paper 
One exam 


Book List: 


Nancy Falk and Rita M. Gross eds., Unspoken Worlds: Women's Religious Lives in 
Non-Western Cultures. 


Carol Christ and Judith Plaskow eds., Womanspirit Rising: A Feminist Reader 
in Religion 


Religion C334/4 - AA (3 credits) 
WOMEN AND RELIGION II Tues. 20:25-22:30 


Martha Saunders-Oppenheim, 
Lecturer 


The focus of the course will be on women in Judaism and Christi anity, 

with 3 weeks on women in Biblical Judaism and the remainder of the course 

on women in Christianity. Woman's nature and roles according to each of 
these two traditions will be examined from both theological and historical 
perspectives. Topics to be discussed will include women in the Bible, 
marriage and sexuality, ordination of women to the ministry, and contemporary 
feminist theology. 


Requirements : 
Two short papers and a final take-home examination 
Book List: 


Rosemary Ruether, Religion and Sexism 
R. Ruether and E. McLaughlin, eds., Women of Spirit 


18. 


Religion C341/3 - A T.Th. 11:45-13:00 
RELIGION AND LITERATURE 


Professor Charles Davis 


Objectives of the course: to introduce the student to contemporary discussions 

in the interdisciplinary field of religious-literary studies; to illustrate 
methods and problems by applied criticism of selected modern works. The following 
isa - outline of the course: (each section will take approximately two 
weeks). 


Religious Literary Criticism: Its Methods and Difficulties 
William Golding and C.S. Lewis 

Myth and Parable in Religion and Literature 
Ursula Le Guin 

Flannery 0'Connor 

Metaphor and Transcendence 

Gerard Manley Hopkins 

Thomas Hardy 

Faith and Secularity 

10. Wallace Stevens 

11. Pinter 

12. Nathaniel West and John Updike 

13. Morley Callaghan and Margaret Drabble 


WOOBNONOPWN— 


Requirements: 

A take-home examination will be set in the last week of each term. 50% of grade. 

A critical essay of 1500 to 2000 on one of the literary works listed will be 
written each term and submitted one month before the end of classes. 50% of grade. 


Book List: 


Works of Criticism: Vernon Ruland, Horizons of Criticism: An Assessment of Religious 


Literary Works 
Optional Reading: 
Dan Otto Via, Jr., The Parables: Their Literary and Existential Dimension 
John Dominic Crossan, the Dark Interval: Towards a Theology of Story 
William F. Lynch, Christ and Prometheus: A New Image of the Secular 


Northrop Frye, The Great Code 
Jonathan Culler, The Pursuit of Signs 


Suggested Reading: Literary Works 


William Golding, Pincher Martin 
C.S. Lewis, Till We Have Faces 
Ursula Le Guin, Wizard of Earthsea, Tombs of Atuan, The Farthest Shore 


19. 
Religion C341/3 - A (continued) 


Suggested Reading: Literary Works 


Flannery O'Connor, Wise Blood, A Good Man is Hard to Find, The Violent Bear It Away - 
available together in a paperback entitled Three by Flannery O'Connor 

Gerard Manley Hopkins: A Selection of His Poems and Prose by W.H. Gardner 

Thomas Hardy, Jude the Obscure 

Wallace Stevens, The Palm at the End of the Mind 

Harold Pinter, Plays One and Plays Two 


Nathaniel West, Miss Lonelyhearts, The Day of the Locust 
Morley Callaghan, The Loved and the Lost 


20. 
Religion C352/2 - ZA Wed. 20:30-22:30 
SEPHARDIC JUDAISM Saidye Bronfman Center 
Professor Howard Joseph 


This course will present a critical analysis of the religious and 
cultural traditions peculiar to Sephardic Jews. 


Requirements: 


1. Mid-term Take Home Examination 
2. Final Take Home Examination 


Book List: 


S.D. Goitein, Jews and Arabs 
Y. Baer, A History of The Jews in Christian Spain 


Others to be announced at the first class. 


2he 


Religion C355/4 - AA (3 credits) Wed. 18:05-20:10 
MODERN JEWISH IDENTITY 


Professor Michael Oppenheim 


The issue of Jewish identity focuses on the question "What does it mean 

to be a Jew?" Both the issue and the question are fundamentally modern. 

They arose at the beginning of the Emancipation, that is, the entry of Jews 

into the social, political, and intellectual life of Europe at the end of 

the Eighteenth century. In this course we will examine the most recent attempts 
of Jews to address the issue of Jewish identity. We will begin by exploring 

the background of this issue, that is, the reasons it arose, some of the 
important early models of Jewish identity, the intellectual trends that 
influenced Jews, and the events that shaped Jewish self-understanding. 


The ways that contemporary Jews understand themselves as Jews and express 

their Jewishness will be investigated by reading historical, sociological 

and philosophical essays. Our investigation will focus on three topics: 
Zionism and the State of Israel, North America and the Challenges of Modernity, 
and the Meaning of the Holocaust for Jewish Belief. 


Requirements : 


It is essential that students follow the readings for each week which are 
indicated on the syllabus. Class discussion will be the primary method of 
investigation and significant progress will be made only through the active 
participation of all. There will be a term paper and a take-home examination 
at the end of the term. For the term paper students will be asked to explore 
through their own research one of the issues or problems that relate to the 
topic of Zionism and the State of Israel, or North America and the Challenges 
of Modernity, or the Meaning of the Holocaust for Jewish Belief. The paper 
should be approximately ten to fifteen typed pages, and a list of suggested 
subjects as well as a more detailed statement of the assignment will be handed 
out at a later time. The final grade will be determined by adding together the 
grades of the paper (30%), the exam (50%), and class participation (20%). 


Book List: 


Fackenheim, Emil, God's Presence in History 
Xerox of articles by Richard Rubenstein, Eliezer Schweid, Charles Liebman, 
Lucy Dawidowicz, Jacob Neusner and others. 


22. 


Religion C357/2 - ZA (3 credits) Thurs. 20:30-22:30 
HOLOCAUST: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES Saidye Bronfman Centre 
Professor A. Eliashiv 

This course will examine the historical circumstances that made possible 

the systematic destruction of European Jewry in the years 1939-45 as well 


as the process of destruction; Jewish and world responses to that 
destruction, aS well aS moral issues. 


Requirements : 


To be announced at first class. 


Book List: 


To be announced at first class. 


23. 


Religion C362/3 -A (6 credits) WF 10:15-11:30 
QUESTIONS FROM THE CHRISTIAN TRADITION: ; 
THE PROBLEM OF GOOD AND EVIL 


Professor Michel Despland 


The course will study a few major expressions of the experience human 
beings have had of moral good and evil. These experiences will be 
selected from the Christian and post-Christian tradition. Attention 

will be paid both to the content (what is good and evil, happiness and 
misery, fairness and guilt) and to the form the experience of it received. 


Requirements : 


There will be class tests to ensure sustained reading, and a 7 page 
term paper that must articulate some reflection on both good and evil 
and the human response to them. Adequate spelling is expected. 


Book List: 
Texts studied will include - 


Augustine, Confessions 

. Kierkegaard, Either/Or 

. James, The Turn of the Screw 
. Conrad, Heart of Darkness 


. Winter, Liberating Creation 


owmn 


24. 


Religion C371/2 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION AND HEALING 


Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the interaction between religious conceptions and 
practices on the one hand and hearling arts on the other. The course 
considers such phenomena as: shamanism; healing and Christian shrines; 
native healing rites, folk medicine of the third world, modern spiritual 
healing groups; the contemporary dialogue between established forms of 
medicine, psychiatry and religion in the 20th century. 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term 
research project and one final exam. 


Book List: 


The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, but not 
required texts - 


Walter Addison Jayne, M.D., Healing Gods of Ancient Civilizations 
George W. Meek, Healers and The Healing Process 
Stanley R. Dean, M.D., Psychiatry and Mysticism 


Harry Edwards, The Healing Intelligence 
Nicholas Regush, Psi Healing 


Ambrose & Olga Worrall, The Miracle Healers 
Norman Shealey, M.D., Occult Medicine Can Save Your Life 


lose 


25. 


Religion C373/2 - AA (3 credits) > Tues. 18:05-20:10 
COMPARATIVE MYSTICISM 


Professor David Miller 


The first half of this course is designed to introduce students to the 

major theories of mystical experience constructed by such scholars as: 

William James, Rudolf Otto, W.T. Stace and R.C. Zaehner. An attempt will 

be made to develop a workable typology or classification of mystical experience 
that seeks to differentiate mystical experience from other types of religious 
experience. After the workable typology hagheen established, the focus of the 
course will be on specific mystics or mystical traditions in order to "test" 
the classification of mystical experience that has been created. Guest 
lecturers will present mystical traditions in: Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam. 


Requirements : 


In addition to class discussion of topics, each student will be required to 
write a long (15-20 pages) research paper comparing one type of mystical 
experience and/or mystic with another; hopefully paper topics will be selected 
that involve cross-cultural comparisons. 


Book List: 


Robert S. Ellwood. Mysticism and Religion 
Other suggested readings will be given for each topic covered. 


26. 


Religion C374/4 - AA (3 credits) Tue. 16:05-20:10 
ISLAMIC MYSTICISM 


Professor Sheila McDonough 
An introduction to the major themes of Islamic mysticism as exemplified in the 
lives and the writings of the Sufis. The approach will concentrate on the 


study of Sufi texts with an analysis of the functioning of Sufi orders in 
medieval and modern Islam. 


Requirements: 


One term paper and one take home exam. 


Book List: 


Readings will include examples of Sufi poetry, plus one or more histories of 
Sufism. These texts will be announced at first class. 


27. 


Religion C377/4 - AA (3 credits) Mon. 20:25-22:30 
RELIGION AND OCCULT IDEAS IN MODERN HISTORY 


Professor John Rossner 


An examination of the basic ideas and cultural impact of occult traditions 
in the modern period from the so-called "Rosicrucian Enlightenment" in the 
16th and 17th centuries, as described by Frances Yates, to the 19th and 20th 
century resurgence of occult themes in what Robert Elwood has called “an 
alternative reality tradition in the West" 


Requirements : 


Regular class attendance and participation, suggested readings, one term 
research project and one final exam. 


Book List: The following selected bibliography represents recommended reading, 
but not required texts. 


Colin Wilson, The Occult: A History 

Alta J. La Dage, Occult Psychology 

Dane Rudhyar, Occult Preparations for a New Age 

H. Blavatsky, An Abridgement of The Secret Doctrine 
Francis Yates, The Rosicrucian Enlightenment 


Geddes McGregor, Gnosis: A Renaissance in Christian Humanism 
R. Elwood, Jr., Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America 


28. 


Religion C391/2 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 
Religion C393/4 - AA (3 credits) Tues. 20:25-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN THE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS: 

NEW SPIRITUAL MOVEMENTS - GURUS AND CULTS I AND II 


Professor David Miller and 
Professor John Rossner 


An historical and cultural study of the philosophical and religious 
teachings of the new spiritual movements, groups, organizations, cults, 
and their leaders in Canada, Quebec, and the Western world. 


The course will examine the ideas, life-styles, charismatic personalities, 

and convictions of the principle groups and movements, their leaders and 

people, as well as the varieties of response to them. Both Eastern and Western 
types of groups will be studied. 


In the second term there will be a review of the central "New Age" themes and 
motifs found in many of these movements and groups, with an analysis of their 
religious and cultural significance. 


In both terms, selected representatives of various groups, or their leaders, 
will be invited to speak and discuss their own conceptions and perspectives with 
the class. 


Requirements : 


In-class lectures, discussions, guest-speakers, films and slides, assigned and 
selected readings, a take-home exam (one per term), plus either a term research 
project with report, or a term paper. 


Book List: 


Robert Ellwood, Jr., New Religious and Spiritual Groups in Modern America 
Jacob Needleman, The New Religions 


Sugges ted Reading: 
David G. Bromley & Anson D. Shupe, Jr., Strange Gods: The Great American Cult 


Scare 


David Hay, Exploring Inner Space 


NOTE: THIS COURSE IS CONTINUOUS BETWEEN THE FIRST AND SECOND TERMS, but 
MAY BE TAKEN SEPARATELY FOR ONE TERM ONLY IN EITHER THE FIRST OR 
SECOND TERM. 


29. 


Religion €397/4 - ZA (3 credits) Tues. 20:30-22:30 
SPECIAL TOPICS IN MEDIEVAL JUDAISM: Saidye Bronfman Centre 
THE MEDIEVAL JEWISH MIND 


Professor Ira Robinson 


The intellectual history of medieval Judaism is full, rich and many- 
faceted. In this course, we will explore in depth one of those facets: 

the tensions which arose as a result of attempts by Jewish rationalists to 
reconcile the Jewish tradition with the philosophy and science of the day. 
Concentrating on the writings of Moses Maimonides and Judah Halevi, we will 
confront a number of the problems which bothered medieval Jews and some of 
the issues they felt to be important. In this way, we will be able to gain 
some insight into the medieval Jewish mind. 


Requirements : 
1. Attendance at classes and participation in class discussions 


2. An in-class mid-term examination 
3. A take-home final examination or a 10-15 page paper 


Book List: 


Isadore Twersky, ed. A Maimonides Reader (New York, Behrman, 1972) required. 
Judah Halevi, Cuzari, tr. H. Hirschfeld (New York, Schocken, 1968) required. 


Moses Maimonides, Guide of the Perplexed tr. S. Pines (Chicago, 1963). 
Julius Guttmann, Philosophies of Judaism (New York, Schocken, 1973) recommended. 


Religion C398/4 - ZA (3 credits) Thurs. 18:30-20:30 
WOMEN IN NORTH AMERICAN JUDAISM Saidye Bronfman 
Center 


Norma Joseph, Lecturer 

Beginning with the 17th century, this course will trace the contributions, 
achievements and treatment of women in the North American Jewish community. 
The effort will be made to focus on individual lives as well as the socio- 
cultural position of women in general. Wherever possible, primary sources 
will be used. The course will conclude with an analysis of modern Jewish 
feminism. 


Requirements : 


One paper, one exam. 


Book List: 


To be announced at first class. 


30. 


Religion C389/1- AA Mon. Tues. Thurs .6:05- 
FAMILY AND SEXUAL RELATIONS: RELIGIOUS AND MORAL PERSPECTIVES 8:10 


Summer Course: 


Professor Frederick Bird May 9 - 1983 to June 7, 1983. 


This course will consider family and sexual relations from the perspective 

of various religious and moral traditions. The course will examine the basic 
attitudes towards family life and sexual relations taken by Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, and Jews as well as several non-Western traditions. In particular 

the course will analyze the ways in which these several religious communities 

have treated a range of inter-related issues, Such as: contraception, divorce, 
menstrual taboos, re-marriage, family life, co-habitation, adultery, homosexuality, 
status of women, child rearing, and status of the aged. 


Tentative Bibliography: 


Feldman, Marital Relations, Birth Control and Abortion in Jewish Law 
Noonan, Contraception (selections 

Capon, Bed and Board (selections) 

Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance and Homosexuality (selections) 
John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio 

United Church, In God's Image 

Noonan, The Power to Dissolve (selections) 

Glendon, The New Family and the New Property 

Meiselman, Jewish Women and Jewish Law; Marriage East and West 
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